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COSIMO RISI graduated cum laude in Political 
Science at the University “Federico II” of Naples. 
He served as a diplomat until 2016. Over the course 
of his career, he held various positions in Italy and 
abroad, and on three occasions was assigned to the 
Permanent Representation of Italy to the European 
Union in Brussels. 
Most recently, he was Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative to the Conference on Disarmament 
in Geneva; Ambassador to the Swiss Confederation 
and the Principality of Lichtenstein in Bern. 
Specialising in European affairs and Euro-
Mediterranean relations, he teaches International 
Relations at the Diploma in Advanced European 

Studies at the European College of Parma as well as European Policies for Research and Innovation at 
the University “Federico II” of Naples. He also teaches courses at University Luiss “Guido Carli” of 
Rome and is a visiting professor at the University of Salerno. He is Vice-Director of the 
Interdepartmental Research Centre on European Affairs at the University of Brescia. 
He is the author of numerous books and articles on international law and foreign affairs commentator 
for various newspapers. He is Commander of Merit of the Italian Republic and was awarded Gold 
Laurel Branch of the Republic of Bulgaria. Former President of the Rotary Club of Salerno (foundation 
year 1949). 
He speaks French, English, Spanish. 
  


